Stirring the Swarm is a ceramic
installation that tells a curiously dark
tale, inspired by the collection of

Entomology in the Natural History

collection at Wollaton Hall,

Nottingham. The exhibition lures
viewers into this macabre story as
they find these enchanted insects,

gathered in the Castle after their
journey from Wollaton.
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made in several stages: Hunt created the
original models and their moulds, then a team
of assistants made and glazed the 10,000
individual elements. Some insects have a trickle
of gold lustre, which references the traditional
technique of presenting insects in museum
collections by pinning each one to a board.
This particular aspect has also fallen into the
story, where the enchanted beetles bleed gold
from their wounds.
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A static swarm of 10,000 handmade ceramic
insects infest the South Hall stairwell at
Nottingham Castle, each one unique and
strikingly beautiful. Dry, dingy creatures cling
lifelessly to the walls, frozen in the viewer’s
sight, alongside more dazzling ‘specimens’ that
sparkle and shine with rich glazes and lustres.
Many also have missing limbs or wings to
reflect their ancient and delicate condition - or
perhaps they mutated during their escape,
sprouting extra heads or wings: evolution and
magic transforming the swarm into a new life-
form. The rich palette of gold, green, blue,
brown and cream pays homage to the flocked
wall paper of Wollaton Hall, the pattern of
which has even sprouted on some of their
wings. e
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Anna Collette Hunt received a first class honours degree in
Decorative Arts from Nottingham Trent University in
2009. Later she received a grant from the Craft Pottery
Charitable Trust. In 2010 Anna was nominated for the
Grand Prize at the Nottingham Castle Open exhibition
and also won the Solo Exhibition Prize. Anna was
shortlisted in the UK Young Artist Expo and has been
selected for Hothouse by the Crafts Council and partners.
She is a professional member of Design Factory.
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